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Remarks 

1. Claims 1-30 are pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1, 2, 5, 8, 17, 18, 21, 22, 24, 25, 28, and 29 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Shub et al. (U.S. Patent 6,807,530). 

Regarding Claim 1, 

A method for secure delivery of a parcel or document from a sender 
to a recipient, comprising: 

Providing at least one private-public encryption key pair for the 
recipient (Column 6, lines 22-28); 

Encrypting data with a public key, of the private-public key pair 
(Column 6, lines 34-41 and Column 6, line 66 to Column 7, line 1); 

Providing the encrypted data for display on an envelope containing 
the parcel or document (Fig. 4 and Column 6, line 62 to Column 7, line 3); 

Decrypting the encrypted data with a private key, of the private- 
public key pair, to yield the recipient's address (Column 7, lines 1-2); and 
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Delivering the parcel or document to the recipient (Column 5, lines 
60-61). 
Regarding Claim 17, 

A system for secure delivery of a parcel or document from a sender 
to a recipient, said system comprising: 

Means for providing at least one private-public encryption key pair 
(Column 6, lines 22-28); 

Means for encrypting data with a public key, of the private-public 
encryption key pair (Column 6, lines 34-41 and Column 6, line 66 to 
Column 7, line 1); 

Means for providing the encrypted data for display on an envelope 
containing the parcel or document (Fig. 4 and Column 6, line 62 to 
Column 7, line 3); 

Means for decrypting the encrypted data with a private key, of the 
private-public encryption key pair (Column 7, lines 1-2). 

Regarding Claim 18, 

The system of claim 17, wherein the means for encryption further 

comprises means for encrypting the recipient's address with the public key 

(Fig. 4 and Column 6, line 62 to Column 7, line 3). 
Regarding Claim 21, 
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The system of claim 17, wherein the encrypted data is displayed on 
the envelope by a delivery agency (Column 6, lines 37-39). 
Regarding Claim 22, 

The system of claim 17, further comprising means for displaying a 
non-encrypted identifier of the parcel or document on the envelope (Fig. 4; 
identifier as order number). 
Regarding Claims 2, 5, and 8, 

Claims 2, 5, and 8 are method claims that are substantially 
equivalent to system claims 18, 21 and 22, respectively. Therefore, 
claims 2, 5, and 8 are rejected under a similar rationale. 
Regarding Claims 24, 25, 28, and 29, 

Claims 24, 25, 28, and 29 are computer-usable medium claims that 
are substantially equivalent to system claims 17, 18, 21, and 22, 
respectively. Therefore, claims 24, 25, 28, and 29 are rejected under a 
similar rationale. 

4. Claims 15 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Pintsov (U.S. Patent 5,586,036). 
Regarding Claim 15, 

A method for secure delivery of a parcel or document from a sender 
[mailer] to a recipient [mail processing service] comprising: 



Application/Control Number: 09/817,103 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2137 

Providing at least one private-public encryption key pair for the 
sender (Column 4, lines 9-12); 

Encrypting data unique to the sender with the private key of the 
sender's key pair (Column 4, lines 35-42); 

Providing the encrypted sender's data for display on an envelope 
containing the parcel or document (Column 4, lines 42-45); 

Delivering the parcel or document to the recipient (Column 4, line 
46); and 

Decrypting the encrypted sender's data with the sender's public 
key, of the sender's key pair (Column 4, lines 46-54). 
Regarding Claim 16, 

Encrypting further comprises: 

Encrypting the sender's identifying information (Column 4, lines 35- 
42). Here, Pintsov does not disclose encrypting the sender's address, but 
he does disclose encrypting the identification number of the sender. One 
of ordinary skill in the art would realize that the identification number of the 
sender correlates to the sender's name and address. 

Generating a digital signature (Column 6, lines 63-65); and 
Decrypting further comprises verifying that the sender sent the 
parcel or document to the recipient (Column 7, lines 4-6). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 3, 10, 11, 12, 19, and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Shub et al. (U.S. Patent 6,807,530) in view of Mitty et al. (U.S. Patent 
6,145,079). 

Regarding Claim 19, 

Shub et al. disclose encryption of the recipient's address, but do not 
disclose use of a symmetric encryption key. 

Mitty et al., however, disclose the following: 

Means for providing at least one symmetric encryption key for the 
recipient (Column 4, lines 2-4); 

Means for encrypting information with the symmetric key (Column 
4, lines 2-4); and 

Wherein the means for encrypting data with a public key further 
comprises means for encrypting the symmetric key with the public key 
(Column 4, lines 4-9). 

This new system would be the system of Shub et al. using their 
public key encryption method to encrypt the symmetric key of Mitty et al. 
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as well as encrypting the recipient's address with both the public key and 
the symmetric key. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of applicant's invention to use symmetric key encryption as well as 
public key encryption in the system of Shub et al. in order to obtain the 
benefits from both methods. One of ordinary skill in the art would have 
been motivated to do so in order to obtain the computational speed 
benefits of symmetric key encryption while sharing the symmetric key in a 
secure way through public key encryption (Column 4, lines 15-19). 
Regarding Claim 3, 

Claim 3 is a method claim that is substantially equivalent to system 
claim 19. Therefore, claim 3 is rejected under a similar rationale. 
Regarding Claim 26, 

Claim 26 is a computer-usable medium claim that is substantially 
equivalent to system claim 19. Therefore, claim 26 is rejected under a 
similar rationale. 
Regarding Claim 10, 

Shub et al. disclose the following: 

A method for secure delivery of a parcel or document from a sender 
to a recipient comprising: 

Providing at least one encryption key for the recipient (Column 6, 
lines 22-28); 
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Encrypting the recipient's address with the encryption key (Column 
6, lines 34-41 and Column 6, line 66 to Column 7, line 1); 

Displaying the encrypted address on an envelope containing the 
parcel or document (Fig. 4 and Column 6, line 62 to Column 7, line 3); 

Decrypting the encrypted address with the encryption key to yield 
the recipient's address (Column 7, lines 1-2); 

Delivering the parcel or document to the recipient (Column 5, lines 
60-61). 

Shub et al. do not disclose the use of symmetric keys. 

Mitty et al., however, disclose the use of symmetric keys in 
encryption (Column 3, lines 44-48). This new system would be the system 
from Shub et al. using the same (symmetric) key for both encryption and 
decryption, as opposed to having a separate key for each. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of applicant's invention to use symmetric key encryption in order to 
provide for a much faster algorithm for use in the system. One of ordinary 
skill in the art would have been motivated to do so in order to obtain 
computational speed advantages over public key encryption (Column 4, 
lines 15-17). 
Regarding Claim 11, 

Shub et al. disclose that the encrypted address comprises a post 
office box number (Column 3, lines 8-12). 
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Regarding Claim 12, 

Shub et al. disclose the displaying of a non-encrypted identifier of 
the parcel or document on the envelope (Fig. 4; identifier as order 
number). 

7. Claims 4, 7, 20, and 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Shub et al. (U.S. Patent 6,807,530) in view of Hurwitz et al. (U.S. 
Patent 6,748,366). 

Regarding Claim 20, 

Shub et al. do not disclose that the encrypted data is displayed on 
the envelope by the sender. 

Hurwitz et al., however, disclose that a label with the encrypted 
data is attached to the package by the sender (Column 4, lines 22-27). 
This new system would be the system of Shub et al. attaching the label 
with encrypted data to the package at the sender/merchant. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of applicant's invention to have the sender put the encrypted data on 
the package in order to provide for buyer anonymity from the seller. One 
of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to do so in order to 
prevent the seller from deciphering the label and, thus, from determining 
information about the buyer. 
Regarding Claim 4, 
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Claim 4 is a method claim that is substantially equivalent to system 
claim 20. Therefor, claim 4 is rejected under a similar rationale. 
Regarding Claim 27, 

Claim 27 is a computer-usable medium claim that is substantially 
equivalent to system claim 20. Therefore, claim 27 is rejected under a 
similar rationale. 
Regarding Claim 7, 

Shub et al. do not disclose that the decryption is done at the 
delivery agency. 

Hurwitz et al., however, disclose that the decrypting is done by a 
delivery agency, shortly after receiving the parcel or document from the 
sender (Column 5, lines 9-20). This new system would be the system 
from Shub et al. consolidating the delivery agency and payment agency 
into one entity. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of applicant's invention to have the delivery agency decrypt the 
shipping information shortly after receiving the package in order to allow 
for less entities that the package must go through in order to reach it's 
destination. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to 
do so in order to condense the functions of the delivery agency and the 
payment agency (trusted intermediary) to be consolidated into one entity. 



Application/Control Number: 09/817,103 Page 11 

Art Unit: 2137 

8. Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Shub et 
al. (U.S. Patent 6,807,530) in view of Madruga (U.S. Patent 6,138,910). 

Shub et al. do not disclose that the decrypting is done by a delivery 
person, shortly before delivery of the parcel or document. 

Madruga, however, discloses that the indicia containing delivery 
information is scanned just before delivery of the parcel (Column 4, lines 17-20). 
This new system would be the system from Shub et al. scanning the parcel just 
before delivery. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
applicant's invention to scan the parcel just before delivery in order to transmit 
delivery information with a central station. One of ordinary skill in the art would 
have been motivated to do so because it is common practice (Column 4, lines 
22-26). 

9. Claims 9, 13, 14, 23, and 30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Shub et al. (U.S. Patent 6,807,530) in view of Klein (U.S. Patent 
6,259,367). 

Regarding Claim 23, 

Shub et al. disclose the use of decryption to obtain the recipient's 
address, but do not disclose information regarding the makeup or 
interactions of the computer network. 



Application/Control Number: 09/817,103 Page 12 

Art Unit: 2137 

Klein, however, discloses that the means for decrypting further 
comprise: 

At least one client computer in communication with a computer 
network (Column 8, lines 41-49); 

Means for providing input of data from a package to the client 
computer, (Column 6, lines 13-14 and Column 7, lines 40-42); 

Means for providing input to the client computer from a server 
computer over the computer network (Column 9, lines 9-20); and 

Means for providing output from the client computer (Column 9, 
lines 42-44). 

This new system would be the system of Shub et al. 
communicating information about the label over a network. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of applicant's invention to provide for communication across a 
network in this system in order to provide a single server that can be 
contacted in order to decrypt information. One of ordinary skill in the art 
would have been motivated to do so in order to have a setup wherein 
client computers in different locations could contact the same server in 
order to obtain recipient information, such as mailing address (Column 1 1 , 
lines 17-23). 
Regarding Claim 9, 
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Claim 9 is a method claim that is substantially equivalent to system 
claim 23. Therefore, claim 9 is rejected under a similar rationale. . 
Regarding Claim 30, 

Claim 30 is a computer-usable medium claim that is substantially 
equivalent to system claim 23. Therefore, claim 30 is rejected under a 
similar rationale. 
Regarding Claim 13, 

Shub et al. disclose an encryption method for secure delivery of a 
parcel or document from a sender to a recipient comprising: 

Providing at least one private-public encryption key pair for the 
recipient (Column 6, lines 22-28); 

Encrypting data with a public key of the private-public key pair 
(Column 6, lines 34-41 and Column 6, line 66 to Column 7, line 1); 

Displaying the encrypted data on the envelope containing the 
parcel or document (Fig. 4 and Column 6, line 62 to Column 7, line 3). 

Shub et al. do not disclose a computer network wherein the 
encryption system could be used. 

Klein, however, discloses a computer network in which to use this 
encryption system, including: 

Providing at least one server computer in communication with a 
computer network (Column 6, lines 32-36); 

Storing the encrypted data on the server (Column 9, lines 15-20); 
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Receiving a request for the data from a client computer of the 
computer network (Column 8, line 65 to Column 9, line 1); and 

Transmitting the requested data from the server to the client 
computer over the computer network (Column 9, lines 9-12). 

This new system would be the system of Shub et al. 
communicating information about the recipient over a network. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of applicant's invention to use the client-server communications as 
described in Klein with the encryption and decryption system of Shub et al. 
in order to provide a single server that can be contacted in order to 
decrypt/obtain information about the recipient. One of ordinary skill in the 
art would have been motivated to do so in order to have a setup wherein 
client computers in different locations could contact the same server in 
order to obtain recipient information, such as mailing address (Column 11, 
lines 17-23). 
Regarding Claim 14, 

Shub et al. disclose an encryption method for secure delivery of a 
parcel or document from a sender to a recipient comprising: 

Providing at least one private-public encryption key pair for the 
recipient (Column 6, lines 22-28); 
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Encrypting data with a public key of the private-public encryption 
key pair (Column 6, lines 34-41 and Column 6, line 66 to Column 7, line 

1); 

Decrypting the encrypted data with a private key of the private- 
public encryption key pair to yield the recipient's address (Column 7, lines 
1-2); 

Delivering the parcel or document to the recipient (Column 5, lines 
60-61). 

Shub et al. also disclose that the information being encrypted and 
decrypted relates to the recipient's address (Column 7, lines 1-2). 

Shub et al. do not disclose a computer network wherein the 
encryption system could be used. 

Klein, however, discloses a computer network in which to use this 
encryption system, including: 

Providing at least one server computer in communication with a 
computer network (Column 6, lines 32-36); 

Transmitting a request to the server from a client computer of the 
computer network (Column 8, line 65 to Column 9, line 1); 

Providing the requested information to a delivery person via the 
client computer (Column 9, lines 9-12). 

This new system would be the system of Shub et al. 
communicating information about the recipient over a network. 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of applicant's invention to use the client-server communications as 
described in Klein with the encryption and decryption system of Shub et al. 
in order to provide a single server that can be contacted in order to 
decrypt/obtain information about the recipient. One of ordinary skill in the 
art would have been motivated to do so in order to have a setup wherein 
client computers in different locations could contact the same server in 
order to obtain recipient information, such as mailing address (Column 11, 
lines 17-23). 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jeffrey D. Popham whose telephone number is (571)- 
272-7215. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:00-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Caldwell can be reached on (571)-272-3868. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




